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The highest grade of commercial schools in Germany is the college of com- 
merce (Handelschochschule) . The completion of a nine years' course in an 
approved secondary school is prerequisite to admission. In this respect these 
institutions are on the same level with the universities. There are six of these 
schools in Germany, the oldest dating from 1898. The college at Cologne, 
regarded by Farrington as the "best representative of the German colleges of 
commerce," has a fourfold purpose: (1) to offer a thorough general and com- 
mercial education to those who expect to devote themselves to a commercial 
calling; (2) to give professional training to prospective commercial-school 
teachers; (3) to furnish young administrative and consular officials, secretaries 
of chambers of commerce, and the like, an opportunity for acquiring special 
mercantile information; and (4) to offer opportunities to practical merchants 
to render themselves more proficient. Women are admitted on equal terms 
with men. 

Nathaniel Butler 

University of Chicago 



Societal Evolution: A Study of the Evolutionary Basis of the Science of 
Society. By Albert Galloway Keller. New York: Mac- 
millan, 1915. Pp. ix+338. 

This study is a serious and thoughtful attempt to apply the Darwinian 
theory as developed in the field of biology to the phenomena of society. Dis- 
carding the philosophical implications of the doctrine, Professor Keller seeks 
to explain the growth, development, and persistence of mores in human society 
by application of the scientific formulae of variation, selection, transmission, 
and adaptation. The author believes that these factors are active in the life 
of societies as in the life of organisms. This central thought is an extension 
of the work of the late Professor Sumner, to whom the writer frequently refers 
and from whom he draws much illustrative material. The book merits thor- 
ough study by all who desire a clear working conception of the fundamentals 
of societal development from the evolutionary point of view. 

Leonard D. White 
University of Chicago 



A History of Mediaeval and Modem Europe, for Secondary Schools. By 

William Stearns Davis, assisted by Norman Shaw McKendrick. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1914. Pp. 560. 

This new text is evidently written to meet the demand for a course in 

European history covering in one year the period from the fall of Rome to the 

present time. It was no easy task to make a text that was something else than 

a lifeless epitome. The work of selection and the difficulties of clear statement 

were great, but the authors have been very successful, on the whole. Of course, 

as to selection and proportions, one may easily disagree. To cite one example: 



